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Promoting the human rights, well-being and best
interests of children

The Children’s Policy Centre (CPC) undertakes research on a range of issues relating to the human rights, well-being and best interests of
children and on the nature of childhood in contemporary societies.  Our approach to research is genuinely inter-disciplinary and policy-
relevant.  Our research aims to create spaces for children’s experiences, views and priorities to be understood and brought into policy
debates.

We have developed a range of participatory methods to enable children to share their views and experiences on a range of social issues.

Based in the Crawford School of Public Policy at the Australian National University, the CPC has three inter-connected aims:

Research

Undertake innovative, inter-disciplinary research on a range of issues relating to children’s policy

Connect

Connect researchers, policy makers and practitioners working on a range of issues to promote the human rights, well-being and best
interests of children

Communicate

Communicate the findings of research to stakeholders and decision makers.
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R E S E A R C H

Valuing the Past, Sustaining the Future
This research project, funded by the Norwegian Research Council, explores education, learning, knowledge and identity formation among
children across three generations. It is a 5-country study, taking place in Australia, Cyprus, the Faroe Islands, Ireland, and Norway, with
the overall project led by the Norwegian University of Science and Technology.  The Children’s Policy Centre is leading the Australian
research, which is taking place in Tasmania.

 The research aims to understand how childhood, growing up and living in small coastal communities has changed (and remained the
same) over time. It uses biographical interviews are carried out with people across three generations within the same families, to explore in
detail the relationship between place and belonging and identity.

 In 2020, two major publication projects were commenced: a special issue of Children’s Geographies and an edited volume with the
Springer Nature.  These projects are scheduled for publication in 2022.

Multidimensional Child Poverty
A major program of work for the Children’s Policy Centre focuses on how to conceptualise, define, and assess multidimensional child 
poverty, with the aim of producing information for better outcomes. This international program of research currently has two key projects:

Assessing Childhood Poverty in Indonesia>

New Policy Approaches to Addressing Childhood Poverty in Australia>
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R E S E A R C H

Assessing Childhood
Poverty in Indonesia
Funded through an Australian Research Council Discovery grant, 
this project aims to better understand child poverty in Indonesia 
from the standpoint of children, using a range of participatory 
methods.

In doing so, we aim to develop a child-centred means of 
assessing child poverty, thus informing policies and services to 
better support children.

The research is being undertaken in Indonesia, but has global 
implications.

Extensive fieldwork was undertaken in 2018 and 2019, but was 
halted in 2020 due to COVID-19 and associated travel 
restrictions.

The focus of the Centre’s work turned to analysis and writing up, 
including a publication in Children and Youth Services Review a 
comprehensive review of the literature on participatory research 
with children on experiences of poverty.

New Policy Approaches
to Addressing Childhood
Poverty in Australia
Building on previous research undertaken by the Children’s Policy
Centre, this project, funded by the ANU Policy Hub, engages
with key stakeholders from Commonwealth and state
governments and civil society organisations (CSOs), to develop
policy approaches that are able to respond to the complex
multidimensional problem of childhood poverty.  

Over recent years, there has been considerable discussion of
Australia’s high rate of child poverty. Almost 18% of children living
in households experiencing poverty, with poverty defined as less
than 50% medium income.

Given the negative impacts of COVID-19 on household incomes,
the percentage of children living in poverty is likely to increase in
the short- to medium-term.

The current approach to measuring child poverty gives some
insight into the number of children impacted.  It does not provide
insights into the ways in which poverty shapes and constrains
children’s lives – both now and in the future. Significantly, the
current approach does not provide an information base on which
to develop responses to child poverty.

Over the past several years, we have been developing a child-
centred approach to assessing multidimensional child poverty,
grounded in participatory research with children living in contexts
of disadvantage, a review of research in Australia, and analysis of
approaches used elsewhere in the world.  
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R E S E A R C H

New Policy Approaches to Addressing Childhood
Poverty in Australia

You can see a snapshot of our work so far in this short animation and story map.

Central to this project is collaboration with government and CSOs to further develop our child-centred, policy-relevant approach to
assessing childhood poverty – designed to guide policy priorities and interventions.

In late 2020 we held three by-invitation roundtables with CSOs to

Roundtable participants

Online roundtables with National CSOs 16 and 18 November 2020 In-person roundtable with ACT based CSOs 17 November 2020

Mission Australia ACTCOSS

Anglicare Australia ARACY

Barnardos New Zealand Beryl Women

Centacare Families ACT

Centre for Excellence in Child and Family Welfare Marymead

Early Childhood Australia UnitingCare Kippax

Families Australia Woden Community Services

Multicultural Youth Affairs Network Youth Coallition of the ACT

National Council of Single Mothers & their Children

Parenting Research Centre

Playgroup Australia

Smith Family

Social Ventures Australia

Uniting Care Australia

This project will continue in 2021 with roundtables to continue engagement with both government and non-government stakeholders.

A final discussion paper and animated video will bring together the discussions from the roundtables, illustrate policy implications, and 
form a foundation for future collaboration and engagement.

introduce the new approach for assessing multidimensional child poverty and seek feedback on how such an approach
might support the work of CSOs

>

discuss potential indicators for each of the dimensions of child poverty that make up the new approach>
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C O N N E C T I N G

30 Years since the United Nations Convention on the
Rights of the Child in Australia

17 December 2020 marks the 30th Anniversary of Australia’s ratification of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child
(UNCRC).

In this webinar series, the Children’s Policy Centre brought together researchers and advocates to ask how far we have come and how far
we have to go in securing the human rights of children in Australia.

Each of the webinars were recorded and can be viewed on the CPC YouTube channel.

Children’s Rights in Australia: Are we there yet?

Professor John Tobin
Melbourne University Law School

Thursday 19 November

On December 17, 1990, Australia ratified the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child. Thirty years on, this webinar by
Professor John Tobin asks how far we have come in progressing children's human rights in Australia, and how far we have to go.

Raising the Minimum Age for Criminal Responsibility in Australia: In conversation with Sophie

Trevitt & Faith Gordon

Dr Faith Gordon
ANU College of Law, the Australian National University

Sophie Trevitt
Change the Record

Thursday 26 November

The minimum age for criminal responsibility in Australia is ten years, lower than most OECD countries. Over the past year there has been a
national campaign to raise the age to fourteen years. The campaign has highlighted the harm done to young children by engagement with
the criminal justice system and imprisonment. Dr Faith Gordon and Sophie Trevitt discuss what happens to children within the justice
system, the harm done by imprisonment, and the failure of current approaches to reduce recidivism or make communities safer. They
provide alternative approaches that better protect and support both vulnerable children and communities.
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https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCa5aZ145vsFh6r6EvOU_58g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x9tDhK5bYp0&feature=emb_logo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9nNfImauWxM&feature=emb_logo


C O N N E C T I N G

Child Protection and the UNCRC in Australia: In conversation with Tim Moore, Morag

McArthur & Sharon Bessell

Associate Professor Tim Moore
Deputy Director (Practice Solutions), the Australian Centre for Child Protection, University of South Australia

Emeritus Professor Morag McArthur
Foundation Director, Institute of Child Protection Studies, Australian Catholic University

Professor Sharon Bessell
Director, Children’s Policy Centre and the Poverty and Inequality Research Centre, the Australian National University

Thursday 3 December

The right to protection is enshrined in several articles of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC). In particular,
children who are temporarily or permanently deprived of their family environment are entitled to special protection and assistance.
Associate Professor Tim Moore, Emeritus Professor Morag Macarthur, and Professor Sharon Bessell discussed the extent to which the
right to protection has been upheld in Australia, particularly for children in out of home care; and what needs to happen to secure the right
to protection for all children in Australia.

‘Ask Us. This is our Country’: Aboriginal Children and Young People’s Participation in Public

Decision-Making

Dr Holly Doel-Macaway
Macquarie Law School

Thursday 10 December

Children’s right to participate in decision-making about matters affecting them was enshrined in the Convention on the Rights of the Child
(CRC) 30 years ago. Despite this, and in contravention of the CRC, Australian governments rarely seek young people’s input in the
development of laws and policies that are likely to impact their lives. This webinar detailed findings from field research about why and how
young Indigenous people can participate in public decision-making processes as vital agents of change in this modern democracy.

30 Years of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child in Australia: In

conversation with the ACT Youth Advisory Council

Members of the ACT Youth Advisory Council

Tuesday 15 December

A guiding principle of the UNCRC (enshrined in article 12) is the right of children and young people to express their views on matters
affecting their lives, and for their views to be taken seriously. This is often described as the right to participate. Through our webinar series,
speakers highlighted the importance of children's and young people's participation.

This webinar was a conversation with members of the ACT Youth Advisory Council (YAC), which advises government and other
stakeholders and engages in advocacy on a wide range of issues affecting young people. Members of the YAC are aged between 12 and
25 years. In this - the most important of our UNCRC30 webinar series - we heard from four members of the YAC how far we have come
in advancing children's human rights in Australia, and on the issues - globally and locally - that matter to young people.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EijgjTmXRQw&t=2s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OBFVXRbs3Ck&t=1s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5SyKMQsN-wI&t=623s


C O M M U N I C A T I N G

Publications 2020

Bessell, Sharon, Clara Siagian and Angie Bexley (2020) ‘Towards child-inclusive concepts of childhood poverty: The contribution and
potential of research with children’, Children and Youth Services Review, 116: 105-188.

Bexley, Angie and Sharon Bessell (2020) ‘Legislating Self-Reliance and Family Values in the Time of Coronavirus, New Mandala, 10
September https://www.newmandala.org/legislating-self-reliance-and-family-values-in-the-time-of-coronavirus/

Publications 2021

Bessell, Sharon and Jan Mason (2021) ‘A child standpoint on issues of safety in public places in diverse urban localities in eastern
Australia’ in Gwyther Rees, Denise Benatuil, Maggie Lau & Habib Tiliouine (eds), Handbook of Children’s Risk, Vulnerability and Quality of
Life: Global Perspectives, Springer.

Presentations

Professor Sharon presented at the “Talking and acting differently about inequality” webinar hosted by the Menzies Centre for Health
Governance, as part of the Governing Disruptions for Health Equity series.

Professor Sharon Bessell gave a presentation entitled ‘Beyond Agency: Reimagining Childhood Studies  to theorise and address 
inequality and injustice?’ in the Reimagining childhood studies seminar series organised by University College London. The webinar
attracted 680 registrations.

Sharon Bessell continued her role as a member of the Expert Panel for the Tasmania Commissioner for Children and Young People’s Out
of Home Care Monitoring Program

Sharon Bessell joined the steering committee of the newly formed Children’s Rights Academic Network, headed by Professor John Tobin
from the University of Melbourne.

Sharon Bessell continued to serve on the editorial board of Childhood: A Journal of Global Child Research
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C O N T A C T  U S

Children's Policy Centre

The Australian National University

Crawford School of Public Policy

Lennox Crossing

ACT 2601

E cpc.crawford@anu.edu.au

W cpc.weblogs.anu.edu.au
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